
Obituary for

Jon Edson Blasius


March 23, 1950 - March 4, 2020


Jon Edson Blasius was born in Detroit, Michigan in March 1950 at the Henry Ford 
Hospital to very loving parents, Richard and Maxine Blasius. Both were great parents 
and both died way too soon.


Jon was introduced to violin in 4th grade and switched to cello in 5th grade. He took 
private cello lessons for many years and got involved with choir. 


Jon graduated from Ferndale High School in 1968. He didn’t care much to be in college 
as he was not prone to sitting in classrooms. As an alternative, Jon went through an 
apprenticeship learning how to repair violins in a music store located in the suburbs of 
Detroit. Later he went through an apprenticeship as a tool and die maker in a machine 
shop.


Jon spent 6 months traveling through Europe in 1970 visiting Greece, Turkey, England, 
Holland, Austria and Germany. He drove a ’56 Mercedes from Munich to Istanbul with 
Pakistanis who wanted to start a taxi service. They were amazed when they learned Jon 
could fix the cars. This skill came in handy when they broke down several times.


He came out west to California in 1975. After visiting brother Karl and family in 
Southern California, he settled in Grass Valley for 26 years building his house in 1979. 
Jon married Debbie Best in 1979. She passed away in 1991. Jon married Robin Meinhart 
in 1992 and divorced in 2000. Jon moved to Klamath Falls, OR in 2001. He took on all 
the instrument repair work for the Klamath schools and did so for 9 years. 


Jon set a goal to hand build one instrument each year for about a decade. This resulted 
in 17 hand built violas and violins. Jon played 1st chair cello in the Klamath Symphony 
from 2001 to 2009 and was on the board of directors for a couple years. 


Jon is survived by brother Karl & sister-in-law Elisa, niece Antara, her husband Roy and 
their daughter Aven, nephew Ethan, his wife Natelie and their son Hans. 


Bonus details…JE Blasius Violin 17 "The Sun" front


Jon loved the variety of international restaurants all over Detroit. He had a taste for 
exotic and spicy foods. Jon recommends trying raccoon, bear, possum, big horn sheep, 
mountain goat was favorite up there with possum and coon. He often traded work for elk 
meat and weed. Vindaloo Curry was his favorite along with Thai, middle eastern food and 
good German food.


Jon’s favorite musical experience was at the age of 17 when he worked at the Michigan 
State Fair in Detroit wheeling carts of lemonade, popcorn, and hot dogs. It was here he 
got to see the entire Motown Review: Aretha, Stevie, Four Tops, Smokey Robinson and 



Temptations, Gladys Nights and the Pips, and The Supremes. He was struck how he 
could hear Aretha Franklin’s voice over all the instruments through the PA. He 
marveled at Gladys Night in a sequined gown. He could also hear her voice above the PA. 
He admired the Pips in their perfect synchronization.


Bands Jon Played with:

Pigtown Flingers, old town dance orch. Played fiddle. 1973-1975. Detroit

The Badland Serenaders. 1975-1977. Grass Valley, CA. Fiddle and bass

Steep Hollow Bluegrass Band. 1976 - 1979.

The Red Berry Pickers

Dusty Ellison

Irish band in K.F. 

Classical trio in K.F. played at weddings and other private parties.

Hackesterius Trio, piano & cello, Jon played cello



